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Central American defense ministers and armed forces chiefs met Nov. 25-26 in Antigua, Guatemala,
for a conference on the military's future role in society. This was the fourth meeting of the
Conferencia de las Fuerzas Armadas Centroamericanas (CFAC). The general theme of the
conference was the search for ways to integrate the region's military forces and to institutionalize
nonmilitary roles in civic projects and rescue operations.
With the end of the region's civil wars and reductions in military budgets, CFAC is trying to change
the military's mission from the national-security doctrine of the Cold War to a doctrine of protecting
liberty, democracy, human rights, economic well-being, social justice, and the environment. Though
other government agencies are responsible for these areas, CFAC says the military has a special role
to play "as an integral part of society."
Participants unanimously supported the emerging civilian control of armed forces. Col. Daniel
Lopez Carballo, chief of the Honduran Armed Forces high command, said the military in his country
was now "subordinated to the government, popularly elected by the will of the people. Lopez was
appointed to the post after a lengthy struggle between President Carlos Flores' administration and
elements of the high command who strongly resisted civilian control (see NotiCen, 1999-08-19).
Speaking of regional integration, Guatemalan Defense Minister Gen. Marco Tulio Espinosa said
that regional military solidarity was increasingly necessary to confront the challenges of globalism.
Among the conference resolutions were: * to establish a Humanitarian Rescue Unit (Unidad
Humanitarian y de Rescate, UHR-CFAC) to respond to natural disasters.
The unit is to be formally organized next February in San Salvador;
*to develop regional contingency plans to help save contaminated lakes and prevent dumping toxic
substances into the seas. These plans would be worked out with help from agencies of the UN and
the Organization of American States (OAS);
*to create educational courses in "the culture of peace" in cooperation with the UN's Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). These courses would be taught to military
personnel throughout the region and would be aimed at changing the military doctrine to fit the
new objectives;
*to work toward regional military integration during the next five years with help from the French
armed forces; * to reiterate the commitment to consolidating "democratic systems and peace in the
region"; and
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*to continue reaffirming CFAC's intention "to strengthen good relations and trust" among the
region's military institutions. (Sources: Xinhua, 11/09/99; Notimex, 10/14/99, 11/25/99, 11/26/99,
11/28/99, 11/29/99)
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